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the representatives of those bodies which were brought into being
by the Royal Proclamation last year and which were inaugurated
on behalf of His Imperial Majesty by my uncle, the Duke of
Connaught. It was to have been my privilege to perform
those ceremonies, but circumstances prevented my taking part
in them, and it is with all the greater pleasure that I realize
at last deferred hopes in meeting you here to-day. Among the
members of the Chamber of Princes I shall, I know, renew many
old friendships this afternoon and form new ones. No greater
proofs were needed than those furnished by our past relations
and the recent splendid efforts of the Indian Princes in the Great
War to show that at all times, whether in days of peace or hours
of trial, the Crown can rely on the fidelity and unswerving support
of the Indian Princes, but, in spite of this, Your Highnesses,
during my tour in India, have once more, in the most unmis-
takeable manner, impressed on me at every stage of my journey
the great depth and strength of the tradition of loyalty in the
Indian States. If I, on my part, have in measure been able to
convey to Your Highnesses the gratitude of my House for those
feelings and convince you of the confidence, trust and esteem
which His Imperial Majesty reposes in your order, I am satisfied.
I know the high hopes which His Imperial Majesty entertains
for your Chamber. May the history of the Chamber be a tale of
the wider part played by your order in the development of India
of an ever-strengthening bond of union between the Ruling
Princes and the Empire and of steady advancement, of the
well-being and prosperity of the peoples of this land.

With you, gentlemen, who are members of the Imperial
Legislatures, I feel I may also claim a special tie. I come before
you to-day as one who is anxious to ripen and perfect an acquaint-
ance which has already been pleasantly begun. I have had the
honour of meeting a number of members of the Council of State
and the Legislative Assembly during my tour in the Provinces,
and my visits to the Legislative Councils in the Provinces and
my talks with members of these bodies who look to you for
example and inspiration have taught me something of the
problems lying before not only the Provincial Legislative Councils,
but also before the central bodies on which you serve as repre-
sentatives of the peoples of India. In my journey through
India nothing has struck me with greater force than the vastness
of your task. In the aftermath of the War, legislative bodies
all over the world are passing through a difficult time. Even
our British Parliament, with centuries of experience and tradition